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An Alternative Suggestion in Archaeological Data Presentations:
Neolithic Culture through the Finds from Volos Archaeological
Museum
Kostas VOUZAXAKIS
ABSTRACT: The need for presenting archaeological research to experts but also to the general public is
nowadays taken for granted. The general public, when receiving this information, becomes indirectly a
participant in the process of research. Thus, the assimilation of the published archaeological data leads to a
social average knowledge.
Ordinary presentation methods, such as printed text, documentaries, films, photographs in albums,
museums and exhibitions are of different character but all have their limitations. The use of two
presentation techniques on computer, separately or even better combined, has been suggested as such a
method. It involves the combined use of presentation techniques based on CD-ROMs and the Internet.
The option of a digital presentation offers new potential to the researcher. The subject involved is the
presentation of the exhibition in the Museum of Volos in Thessaly concerning the Neolithic period. The
particular digital presentation is still at a preliminary level.

The need for presenting archaeological
research to experts but also to the general public
is today taken for granted. The experts, after
being informed, act as a kind of filter by
checking the validity of the research and its
results. The general public, when receiving this
information, becomes indirectly a participant in
the process of research. Thus, the assimilation
of the published archaeological data leads to a
social average knowledge.
The importance of this common
knowledge can be understood only indirectly by
observing the gradually formed common
education and tradition. Historical knowledge
(and also archaeological knowledge) sets a
common reference background, which under
certain circumstances may unite the social
structure. This fact can be used in a negative or
positive way and, depending on the approach, it
is possible to either intensify existing
nationalistic feelings by emphasizing special
characteristics and differences from other
nations, or highlight common characteristics
and bonds between nations. In other words, the
publication of historical – archaeological
knowledge has no point until the purpose and
meaning of the term “public” is defined.
In the national states of the 19th and early
20 century, the publication of historical and
archaeological research served the main
purpose of establishing and preserving the
current political scene. Today, when the
th

dominance of international political and
economic formations is in a rise, the meaning of
the term “public” has been extended to include
every nation inside the new geopolitical
borders. This is the beginning of a new period
of political will 1 in which the similarities
between the civilizations of the past seem to
predominate whereas until recently mainly
differences could be seen. There is no point in
judging these two situations at the moment. It is
enough to make certain observations for the
time being.
In this new reality new needs and
questions arise. Earth is gradually transformed
to a uniform huge village as the communication
between its inhabitants is getting easier and
easier. This tendency for unification may have
begun with an economic approach but cannot
be completed without the cultural coexistence
of nations. The issue here is the formation of a
common cultural heritage which will respect
the special characteristics of every community,
whatever these may be and whatever may have
caused them. Towards this direction we can use
both modern computer technology, offering
technological support, and the knowledge of the
past from an anthropological point of view 2 .
Bearing these in mind, new methods of
presenting archaeological data have been
sought which will use the power and potential
1

Venizelos 1998.
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of computers in order to achieve maximum
dispersion of information to the public 3 .
Ordinary presentation methods, such as printed
text, documentaries, films, photographs in
albums, museums and exhibitions are of
different character but all have their limitations.
Of course, each method possesses certain
virtues which explain their widespread use.
What we should look for is a method combining
the advantages of all methods but at the same
time minimizing their disadvantages. The use of
two presentation techniques on computer,
separately or even better combined, has bee
suggested as such a method. It involves the
combined use of presentation techniques based
on CD-ROMs 4 and the Internet 5 .
The option of a digital presentation offers
new potential to the researcher. Through the use
of state-of-the-art processing techniques of text
and image, the desired goals can be achieved
faster and with less effort while the addition of
moving images (video) as well as sound can
take these advantages even further. Moreover,
through the use of hyperlinks one can make a
well structured presentation with interactive
possibilities which give the user a wide range of
manipulating options within the application,
according to his personal judgment and will.
Such applications are usually available
on CD-ROMs with the major disadvantages
being the limited saving capacity and the
relatively high production cost and the
difficulty in updating the data, something which
usually requires re-editing the CD-ROM. By
making the presentation available on the
Internet such problems are eliminated and it is
then possible to achieve the maximum
dispersion of the data contained in the
presentation.
Lately, a combination of the two
techniques is used and is often referred to as
Web-CD 6 . This is a CD-ROM containing all
the basic information on a particular subject, as
well as the electronic addresses for acquiring
the latest data. In other words, the CD-ROM
can offer a highly updated data presentation to
2
3
4
5
6

Binford 1962.
Vouzaxakis 1998.
Powlesland 1997.
Harnad 1991; Champion 1997.
Powlesland et al. 1998.

the user, through the cooperation with particular
preexisting Web-sites. This way, the
disadvantages like the limited saving capacity
of a CD-ROM and the difficulty in updating the
information it contains can be surpassed. At the
same time a better access control to the internet
information can be achieved, overcoming to an
important degree the possible waiting-time
problems when using the Internet, since the
basic information is now derived from the. CDROM. Furthermore, the user has the
opportunity for actual –though limitedintervention on the final result 7 .
During the conference on “The Aegean
in Neolithic, Chalcolithic and Early Bronze
Age” which took place in Urla, the first attempt
towards such an application was presented
through the use of a portable computer. The
subject was the presentation of the exhibition in
the Museum of Volos concerning the Neolithic
period. The particular digital presentation is still
at a preliminary level. It would, of course, be
impossible to include it in the conference
records, since the format of printed publication
is not compatible with that of an electronic
presentation. However, the independent
presentation of the whole application is
definitely a future goal. The use of a computer
for the presentation helped make the most of
the potential offered by such technology on the
one hand, while it also proposed an alternative
presentation method different from a text
supported by slides. In a digital presentation,
however, music, moving images, simple and 3D
graphics and written text are added to oral
speech and static images, all in a variety of
possible combinations.
As far as the content of the presentation
is concerned, its selection was made based on
the ideas presented in the beginning of this
paper. The prehistoric period in general – and
therefore the Neolithic as well - is
chronologically and ideologically distant from
today’s historical and social reality. It is
therefore suitable for a coolheaded and
ideologically neutral approach, which will
reveal evidence of human species unity and
common evolution. In other words this period is
suitable for what was earlier in the paper
7

Vince 1997.
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mentioned as an “anthropological approach”.
Besides, specialized archaeological research has
always been looking for cultural changes as
well as survival and more general socioeconomic development practices during the
Neolithic period 8 .
The Neolithic period exhibition in the
Museum of Volos was designed and
constructed in 1975 by G.H. Chourmouziades
under the influence of innovative ideas about
the role of a museum. The basic idea was the
creation of a museum that could teach the
visitor and lead him to a deeper understanding
of Neolithic civilization. According to this point
of view a museum should become a place for an
interactive approach to history. Thus, the
Neolithic exhibition in Volos Museum, and
similarly the exhibitions of every modern
museum, does not need a conventional
guidebook which usually break up the concept
of civilization as a whole by giving detailed and
often boring information about particular finds.
The issue here is the construction of an enriched
information system able to promote visitor’s
understanding beyond the exhibits. This is
where the addition of new digital technology
with mainly interactive applications can
promote the initial conception and lead to new
perspectives.

KOSTAS VOUZAXAKIS
Volos Archaeological Museum
1st Athanassaki St. GR- 38 001
Volos, GREECE

8

Chourmouziades 1980/1.
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