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Kastraki: A New Bronze Age Settlement in Achaea Phthiotis
Anthi BATZIOU - EFSTATHIOU
ABSTRACT: A new site situated south of the plain of the modern city of Almyros in the periphery of
Achaea Phthiotis, has recently been excavated. The settlement is situated between two areas well known in
the bibliography, for their settlements and finds dating to Neolithic, Chalcolithic and Bronze Age periods.
I refer to the coastal area of Volos to the north, with the three big settlements (Palia, Pefkakia and Dimini)
and the Spercheios valley to the south, where the famous settlement of Lianokladi is situated. The new
site, Kastraki, is an inland installation in a very opportune site, above a hill which dominates the passages
to the mount Othrys, the plain and it has optical connection with the Pagasitic golf. We will mention the
characteristics of the architectural remains and their similarities to others of the central and south Greece,
the pottery and the character of the settlement as it is arrised from the finds.

A new Bronze Age settlement has
recently been excavated in the district of
Achaea Phthiotis, to the south of the modern
town of Almyros. The settlement is situated
above a hill dominating the plain and the
passages to Othrys Mountain. (Fig. 1) The north
slope of the hill has a view of the sea, while the
east and south slope oversees the plain of the
small community Sourpi. A rich source of water
lies nearby to the southwest (Fig. 2). The
modern landscape is partly covered by almond
and olive trees and partly by pasturable areas
where small farms are located.
Above the hill the remains of a small
fortified castle are preserved and inside it the
remains of buildings dating from the 4th century
B.C. This castle has given the name Kastraki to
the hill. Stählin 1 mentions this castle
surrounded from “cyclopean walls” with the
information that the site Kastraki is situated at a
distance of ten minutes walk northeast of the
Kato Xenia monastery. To the east of the
Kastraki hill has recently been built the new
monastery of Kato Xenia after the destruction
of the old one from the earthquakes of 1980.
All the excavated stratigraphy belongs to
the Bronze Age. The rich deposits in
architecture and pottery are of the Early and
Middle Bronze Ages. The Late Bronze Age
does not constitute a regular continuity in the
settlements
evolution.
Habitation
was
interrupted at the end of the MB and the site

1

Stählin 1924, 180.

was inhabited for a short time at the end of the
LB.
The widening of the road which leads to
the new monastery of Kato Xenia, at the east
slope of the hill, caused destruction of the
archaeological strata and we prompted our
research in this area.
Architecture
Under a very thick and rich deposit of
MB (Fig. 3-4) belonging to a rectangular room
destroyed by fire and below its floor, we
ascertained the decrease of the quantity of
pottery and the presence of many mudbricks
and clay with impressions of wood coming
from the roof and the upper structure of another
building. Below the mudbricks appeared a
curved wall (Fig. 5). The wall is built in the
“herring-bone” style (Fig. 17). Its major height
is 1,40 m and the wall thickness is 0,60 m. By
its lower part the wall is wider probably for
strength reasons. The curved wall lays above
the reddish bed rock which is found at a depth
of 4-4,50 m below the surface.
Inside the wall mudbricks from the
upper structure had fallen, one of them
completely preserved. Its dimensions were 0,46
x 0,30 x 0,12 m (Fig. 5).
The floor was of beaten earth including
cobbles. In the east part of the curved wall,
(Fig. 6) three rectangular boards left their shape
on the floor. One of them continues outside the
excavation trench. Their dimensions were the
same 0,42 x 0,30 x 0,025 m and they probably
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were part of a fallen wooden shelf. Inside the
shape formed from the shelves the soil was
deep grey and contained charcoal.
There was no sign of roof tiles. The roof
was covered by compact mud, many pieces of
which are preserved with the impressions of the
wood. But the pieces are small and it is
impossible to determine if the roof was flat or
sloping. We believe that a sloping roof would
be the most convenient to the plan of the house
and would prevent damage from strong rainfall.
Under the floor, on the surface of the bedrock,
were pits found containing small quantities of
pottery.
The orientation of the building is northsouth, the curved wall is the north outside wall
and the entrance is to the south. Buildings of
this type, elongated with one curved wall, are
known from many other contemporary sites of
the central and Southern Greece (Pevkakia 2 ,
Rachmani 3 , Orchomenos, Lerna, Tiryns), as
well as from the Northeast Aegean (Thermi,
Troia).
To the north of the house with the curved
wall, in another trench about 4 m to the
northwest, below the thick mudbricks, another
floor was found constructed in the same way
with beaten earth and cobbles. This floor also
lays on the reddish bedrock. We are not yet a
position to ascertain to which building it
belongs nor its relationship to the house with
the curved wall because of the very limited area
of the investigation. (Fig. 7).
In the same trench which shows a steep
descent to the north slope of the hill, a large
wide wall (Fig. 7) which could be thought of as
a retaining wall has been located and
determines the northern boundary of the
settlement. The north slope of the hill is very
abrupt and in a lower level from that of the
excavation; no architectural remains have been
preserved. We collected only pottery which had
rolled down from the upper strata of the
settlement. Two reasons for this wide wall are
possible:

1) It is the north boundary of the
settlement and protects it from the north winds,
2) The hill shows a steep descent from
south to north and this surrounding wall created
an artificial and at the same time a strong
boundary for the development of the buildings
horizontally.
As we see from the section (Fig. 18), the
wall is based not on the natural rock, but on
soil, in other words it did not exist during the
first phase of habitation. For the first time a
wall of 2,30 m width was constructed during
the advanced EB period. A gap of soil 0,30 m
high is following which is contemporary with
the early part of the MB I.
The wall was b rebuilt with a smaller
width (about 1,60 m) during the advanced MB
and existed until the end of it. Its width during
the MB is smaller than that in the EB, although
during the MB it seems to be a very strong
construction. The larger width is perhaps an
indication of the fortification purpose of the
wall but we believe that is too early to suggest
such an idea as the excavated area is too
restricted.
Parts of such walls have been excavated
to other EB settlements, such as at Manika 4 , in
Thebes 5 , in Lerna, as well as in Aigina and
Zygouries. In some of them the buildings were
connected with the external wide wall. We
could suppose such a architectural planning in
the case of Kastraki settlement. Surrounding
walls of the EB are also reported from
Pevkakia 6 , Raphina 7 and Askitario 8 .
Pottery
The pottery is handmade (Fig. 19), and
most of it belongs to coarse monochrome ware
sometimes polished and sometimes not. The
vases seem to have been rough vessels for
cooking and other household purposes. The
shapes vary from small bowls to tall pithoi.

4
5
2
3

Milojčić 1974, 43-75; Christmann 1994, 201-204;
Weißhaar 1989, 8, Taf. IV.2.
Wace & Thompson 1912, 195.

6
7
8

Aρχείον Ευβοϊκών Μελετών ΣΤ΄, 1959, 298-299.
Hägg & Konsola 1986, 95-98.
Christmann 1994, 201-204.
Theocharis 1952, 140; Theocharis 1954, 106.
Theocharis 1953-54, 59-76.
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Several sherds of pithoi, (large coarse
store jars), were found. All are unpolished.
Some of them have relief decoration.
Amphorae, hydria from red and grey coarse
clay, are usual shapes. The lips of most of them
have incisions on the top. The bottoms of the
closed vases are merely flattened or slightly
elevated (Fig. 19d).
The polished ribbon handles (Fig. 19b)
either wide or narrow belong to small and
medium vases both closed and open. The
narrower are usually black and belong to small
vases. The unpainted vases have belly
horizontal handles.
Black polished ware of clean grey clay
and good firing are popular (Fig. 19e). The
open shallow polished bowl of dark grey fine
clay, with incurved rim is the most popular
shape. Some of them have relief decoration
outside and below the rim. There are also other
small black polished wares which have not yet
been identified because of their fragmentary
condition.
Another group of pottery are the Urfirnis,
vases of small and mostly medium size,
especially hydriai. The fabric is coarse. The
surface is covered with a slightly lustrous paint
that varies in colour from brown to deep black.
This is a variation of the Urfirnis type known as
“smear ware”. This variation is present in
Thebes 9 and is dated to the last phase of EB.
The painted pottery belongs to the D1b
style of Lianokladhi (Fig. 19f-g). They are
handmade wares decorated with geometric
motives with black paint on orange clay or with
dark brown paint on light brown clay. The
motives of the first case are painted on the
surface of the clay while in the second the
surface is burnished.
We aren’t yet in a position to distinguish
shapes because of the very limited excavated
area and the small quantity of pottery. A single
sherd with filled triangles must be a one or two
handled vase of small size which is described
by Wace-Thompson 10 as “vases of a skyphos

9
10

Dimakopoulou & Konsola 1975, 62.
Wace & Thompson 1912, 184, fig. 126c-d; ΣαπουνάΣακελλαράκη 1986, 206-213.
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type”. The motives are double X filled,
triangles and diaper net.
All of the pottery mentioned above is
contemporary and dated to the last period of
EB.
Miscellaneous objects
The diversity of them refers to
proportional activities. From the limited
archaeological investigation we assume that the
settlement had an agricultural and farming
character and that its inhabitants had other
activities which provided them sufficiency of
goods.
The farming is documented by the bones
of animals all of them left-overs of meals,
laying on the floor or below it, just above the
rock. Most of them (70%) belong to cattles,
approximately 20% to pigs, nearly 5% to sheep
and goats and 5% unidentified. Only one boar’s
tooth not pierced was recognised. We did not
find worked tools of bone.
The activities of the inhabitants of the
house included hunting (Fig. 8), agriculture
(flint sickle blades) (Fig. 9-10) and stone tools,
weaving (clay spindles) (Fig. 13), pottery and
manufacture of lithic tools (Fig. 11-12), scale
and flakes of flint and obsidian (Fig. 14-15),
and one clay pendant (Fig. 19h).
The sea is located at quite a long distance
from the settlement and fishing would be only
occasional. Only two seashells were found in
the EB stratum, one of Cerastoderma type and
one Spondylus, which in the beginning might
be used as food and afterwards as a tool for
burnishing the surface of the vases, since its
surface has been smoothed down.
The existence of a unique terracotta
figurine (Fig. 19i) inside the house with the
curved wall is an indication of ideology or
belief in a deity.
Some general observations
The settlement on Kastraki hill is situated
in a place which constitutes the connective link
between the four contemporary settlements of
Volos bay to the north, Volos, Pevkakia,
Dimini, Petromagula, and Lianokladhi in the
Spercheios valley to the south (Fig. 16).
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The first habitation appears during the
EB III. The manner of building the house with
the curved wall, the types of pottery and the
other finds show strong resemblances with the
corresponding finds of Lianokladhi, stratum II
and III 11 .
We did not find metal objects or of sauce
boats, characteristic vases of the EB II in
Southern Greece and the Aegean islands. The
absence of them at Kastraki, at Lianokladhi and
at the settlements of the Pagasitic Golf except
Pevkakia, means either that in these sites the
EB II is absent or the division of EB in three
periods is based on elements that are different
for a number of sites outside the limits of
Sterea, Peloponnesos and Cyclades, so we must
look for other criteria in evaluating them. On
the other hand, in spite of the similarities
already mentioned between Kastraki and
Lianokladhi, at Kastraki the definition of the
deposits is not as clear as at Lianokladhi.
The structure does not provide us with
elements for more than one architectural phase.
The combination of a series of elements such as
the house with the curved wall built in the
“herring-bone” style, the presence of Urfirnis
and D1b painted pottery in the same deposits,
the absence of “sauce-boats” a typical vase of
EB II, lead us to the conclusion that the
Kastraki settlement was established at EB III.
The sequence from EB III to MB I was smooth
as a result of an internal progression without the
interval of a violent destruction or fire. These
facts support the opinion, which many
archaeologists have already expressed 12 , that
the EB III is so similar to the beginning of MB
that we should consider them culturally as one.

ANTHI BATZIOU – EFSTATHIOU
Volos Archaeological Museum
1st Athanassaki St. GR- 38 001
Volos, GREECE

11
12

Wace & Thompson 1912, 171-192.
Treuil et al. 1989, 270.
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